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T isof great Ufe to confiderthe Pleafures which 
conftitute Human Happinefs, as they are diftin- 
guifhed into Natural and Fantaftical. Natural 
Pleafures | call thofe, which, not depending on 

the Fathion and Caprice of any particular Age or Na- 
tion, are fuited to Humane Nature in general, and 
were intended by Providence as Rewards for the u- 
fing our Faculties agreeably to the Ends for which 
they were given us, Fantaflical Rieafures are thofe 
which having no natural Fitnefs to delight our Minds, 
prefuppofe fome particular Whim or Tafte acciden- 
tally prevailing in a Sett of People, to which it is 
owing that they pleafe. ‘os 


Now I take it, that the Tranquility and Cheerful- 
nefs with which ! have paffed my Life, are the Effe& 
of having, ever fince | came to Years of Difcretion, 
continued my Inclinations to the former fort of 
Pleafures. But, as my Experience can bea Rule only 
to my own Adiions, it may probably be a ftronger 
Motive to induce others to the fame Scheme of Life, 
if they would confider that we are prompted to Na- 
tural Pleafures by an |nftin& impreffed on our Minds 
by the Author of our Nature, who beft underftands 
our Frames, and confequently beft knows what thofe 
Pleafures are which will give us the leaft Uneafinefs 
he Purfuit, and the greateft Satisfa&ion in the 

joyment of them. Hence it follows, thatthe Qo- 
je&s of our Natural Defires are cheap or eafie to be 
Obtained, it being a Maxim that holds throughout 
the whole Syftem of created Beings, that, Nothing is 
made in vain, much lefs the Inftin&s and Appetites 
of Animals, whichtheBenevolence, as wellas Wif- 
dom of the Deity, is concerned to providefor. Nor 
igtheFruition of thofe Objeds lefs pleafing than the 
Acquifition is eafie; and the Pleafure is heightened 
bythe Senfe of having anfwered fome Natural End, 
and the Confcioufnefs of 2e&ting in concert with the 

, Supreme Governor of the Univerfe. 


. Under Natural Pleafures | comprehend thofe which 
are univerfally fuited, as well to the Rational as the 
Senfual Part of our Nature. And of the Pleafures 
which affeét our Senfes, thofeonly areto be efteemed 
Natural that are contained within the Rules of Rea- 
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fon, which is allowed to be as neceffary an Ingredi- 
ent of Human Nature as Senfe. And, indeed, Ex- 
ceffes of any kind are hardly to be efteemed Plea- 
fares, much lefs Natural Pleafures. . 


It is evident, that a Defire terminated in Mony is 
fantaftical ; fo is the Defire of outward Diftin@ions, 
which bring no_ Delight of Senfe, nor recommend 
us as ufeful to Mankind ; and the Defire of things 
meerly becaufe they are New or Foreign. Men, 
who are indifpofed to 2 due Exertion of their higher 
Parts, are driven to fuch Purfuits as thefe from the 
Reftlefsnefs of the Mind, and the fenfitive Appetites 
being eafily fatisfied. It is, in fome fort, owing to 
the Bounty of Providence, that difdaining a cheap 
and vulgar Hapainefs, they frame to themfelves ima- 
gomy Goods, in. which there is nothing can raife 

fire but the Difficulty of obtaining them. . Thus 
Men become the Contrivers of their own Mifery, as 
aPunithment on themfelves for departing from the 
Meafures of Nature. Having by an habitual Re- 
fle&tion on thefe Truths made them Familiar, the 
Effe& is, that I, among a number of Perfons who 
have debauched their Natural Tafte, fee-things in a 
peculiar Light, which I have arrived at, not by any 
uncommon force of Genius or acquired Knowledge, 
but only by unlearning the falfe Notions inftilled by 
Cuitom and Education. abies 


The various Obje@s that compofe the World were 
by Nature formed to delight our Senfes ; and as it 
is this alone that makes them defirable to an uncor- 
rupted Tafte, aMan may be faid naturally to poffefs 
them, when he poffeffeth thofe Enjoyments which 
they are fitted by Nature to ye. Hence it is ufual 
with me to confider.my felf, as having a natural 
Property in every Objeét that adminifters Pleafure to 
me. en I am in the Country, all the fine Seats 
near the Place of my Refidence, and to which I have 
Accefs, I regard as mine. Thefame! think of the 
Groves and Fields where 1 walk,and mufe on theFolly 
of the civs/ Landlord in London, who has the fantaftical 
Pleafure of draining dry Rent into his Coffers, but is 
a Stranger to frefh Air and RuralEnjoyments. By 
thefe Principles I am poffeffed of half a dozen of 

the 





the finett Seats in England, wh'ch in the Eye of the 
Law belong to certain of my Acquaintance, who, 
being Men of Bufinefs, chufe to live near the Court. 


_ lit foie gteat Families, where! chufe to pafé my 
tifne; a Stranget wotild bé apt to tank me with the 
othet Dotnelticks ; but in my own Thoughts, and 

- Natural Judgment, I am Mafter of the Houfe, and 
he who goes by that Name is my Steward, who, 
eafes me of the Care of providing for my {elf the 
Conveniencies and Pleafures of Life. 


When. I walk the Streets, I ufe the furegoing ma- 

tutal Maxim, (viz. That he is the trae Poileflor of 
3 thing wha enjoys it, and not he that owns it with- 
out the Enjoyment of it,) to convince my felf that 
I have a Property'in the gay Part. of all the gilt 
Chariots that [ meet, which I regard as Amufements 
dfigned to delight my Eyes, and the Imagination 
of thofe kind People who fit in them gaily attired only 
to pleafe me. | have a re.l, and they only an itma- 
ginary Pleafure from their exterior Embellifhments, 
‘Upon the fame Principle, | have difcovered that | 
am the natural Proprictur of all the Diamond Neck- 
laces, the Croffés, Stars, Brocades, and embroider- 
ed Cloaths, which | fee at a Play or Birth-Nighe, 
as piving more natural Delight to the Spe&tator than 
to thole that wéar them. And 1 look on the Beaus 
and Ladies as fo many Parraquets in an Aviary, or 
Tulips in a Garden, defigned purély for my Diver- 
tion. A Gallery of Pi@ures, a Cabinet or Library 
‘that [ have free Accefs to, I think my own. Ina 
Word, all that I defire is the Ufe of things, let who 
will have the keeping of them, By which Maxim 
l am grown one of the richeft Men in Great Bri- 
tain; with this difference, that | am not a Prey to 
my own Cares, or the Envy of others. 


The fame Principles 1 find of great ufein my pri- 
-vate Oeconomy. As I cannot go to the Price of 
Hittory-painting, 1 have purchated ateatie Rutes fe- 
veral beautifuliy defigned Pieces of Land{chape and 


- Perfpe&tive, which are much more pleafing to a 


natural Tafte than unknown Faces or Datch Gam- 
bols, tho’ done by the beft Mafters. My Couches, 
Beds, and Window-Curtains are of Jrifb Stuff, which 
thofe of that Nation work very fine and with a de- 
lightful mixture of Colours. here is not a Piece 
of China in my Houfe; but | have Glaffes of all 
forts, and fome tinged with che fineft Colours, 
which are not the lets pleafing becaufe they are Do- 
meftick and cheaper than Foreign Toys, Every 


‘thing is neat, intire, and clean, and fitted to the 


‘Fatte of oye who had rather be Aappy than be 


bhougit rich, 


Every Day, numberlefs innocent and natural Gra- 


‘tific. tions occur to me, while | behold my Fellow- 
Creatures labouring in a toilfome and abfurd pur- 


fuit «f Trifles ; one, that he may be called by a par- 
ticular Appellation; another, that he may wear a 


particular Ornament, which i regard as a bit of 


Riband that has an agreeable Effeét on my Sight, 
but is fo. far from fupplying the Place of Merit 
where it is not, that it ferves ony to_make the 
waut of itr more Confpicudus. Fair Weather is 
the Joy of my Sou}; about Noon I behold a blue 
Sky with Rapture, and receive great Confolation 
from the rofie dafhes of Light which adorn the 
Clouds of the Morning and Evening. When I am 
loft among green Trees, I do not envy,agreat Man 
with a Crowd at his Levée. And I often lay afide 


Thoughts of going to an Opera, that I may enjoy the . 


filent Pleafure of walking by Moon-light, or viewing. 
theStars fparkle in their azure Ground ; which I loo 
upon as part of my Poffeffions, not without a fe- 
cret Indignation at the Taftlefnefs of mortal Men, 
who, in their Race thro’ Life, overlook the real 
Enjoyments of it. 


But the Pleafure which naturally affe&tsa Human 
Mind withthe moft lively and trantporting Touches, 
I take to be the Senfe that we aét in the Eye of 
infinite Wifdom, Power and Goodnef3, that will 
Crown our Virtuous Endeavours here, with a Hap- 
pincts hereafter, large as our Defifes, and lafting as 
our immortal Souls. * This is a perpetaal Spring of 
Gladnefs in the Mind. This teffens our Calami- 
ties, and doubles our Joys. Without this the high- 
eft State of Life is infipid, and with it the lowelt is 
a Paradife. What unnatural Wretches then are 
thofe, who can be fo ftupid as to imagine a Merit, 
in endeavouring to rob Virtue of her Support, and 
Man of his prefent as well as future Blifs? But, as 
I have frequently taken Occafion to animadvert on 
that Species of Mortals, fo I propofe to repeat my 
Animadverfions onthem, till I fee fome Symptoms 
of Amendment. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Juft Publithed, the Third Edition of 
CATO, a Tragedy. As it is atled at the Theatre-Royal 
ia Drury-Lane, By Her Majefty’s Servants. Written by Mr, Ad- 
difin, N. B. There are a {mall Number Printed on a Fine Paper. 
Alfo, Fuft Publifh'd, the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Volumes of the 
Spectators in 8vo and 12mo. Printed for Facob Tonfon at 
Shake/pear’s Head over-againft Catherine-fireet in the Strand. 


At the Famous WATER THEATRE of the late 
ingenious Mr. Winftenly, chis prfen: Evening, between sand 
6 Clock, will be given to the Spe&atore an Entertaivment ot 6 five- 


ral forts of Wine, coming out of che tamous B.rrel, to Drink the . 


Queen's Heal hy and Profperityto England and the happy Peace, The 
H wufe will be particularly adorned thisNight with feveral new Figures 
and Ma:hines playing of Water, and Fire mingling with Water, and 
a fying Dragon cafting out cf his Mouth at the fame time a large 
Stream cf Water and Five, and Perfumes and Water playing throusk 
great burning Flames and a profpe&t Of the Coaches going to Hide 
Park, Boxe this Night 39. Pic as. 6d, Firft Gallery as, Upper 
Gallery 6d. It is fox che Bnefic of bis Widow. 
This Day is Publifh’d, — : 

An Anfwer to all chat has ever been faid, er infinu- 
atid, in Favour of a P pith Pretender. Exhibited in an Abftraé of the 
Sia-e ot the Proteftanis of Ireland, under King James the Secord’s 
Goveroment. Wrirten by Dr. King, now Lord Archbithop of 
Dublin. Printed and Suld by A. Baidwin in Warwiek-laae, pr. 1s. 





ONDON: Printed for 7. Tonfon in the Strand 5 and Sold by 
4. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane; where Advertifements are taken in. 1713. 
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